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Out on p i c k e t near 

S t a f f o r d C.H. Va March 1 1 t h 

. Dear f r i e n d Murray 
I w i l l now t r y t o w r i t e you a few 
l i n e s t o l e t you know t h a t I am 
y e t above t h e sod and a b l e t o eat 
my r a t i o n s . I t i s q u i t e p l e a s a n t 
t h i s a f t e r n o o n a l t h o u g h i t has been 
v e r y stormy f o r t h e p a s t t h r e e days. 

L u t h e r Harmon came here a t 
noon t o see me. I was v a r y g l a d t o see 
him f o r you know t h a t you and I 
have had some good times w h i l e a t t e n 
- d i n g S e l e c t School t a u g h t by t h e 
l o n g - l e g g e d Deacon t h a t t o o k Miss 
R e x f o r d f o r h i s wife-He has gone 
over t o t h e n e x t p o s t t o see C a l v i n 
he w i l l be back here i n a s h o r t 
time-He came t o D i x i e t o see 
h i s b r o t h e r M a r t i n who i s s i c k 
I t h i n k t h a t he w i l l go home w i t h 
L u t h e r . I have been on p i c k e t two 
days and have g o t t o s t a y a n o t h e r day 
- I t i s v e r y mean b u s i n e s s ( t h i s p i c k 
- i t i n g ) b u t a f t e r a l l we have some fun 
I t i s rumored t h a t we have g o t 
marching o r d e r s so perhaps when I 
go i n t o camp tomorrow we w i l l have 
t o pack up and paddle o f f two 
or t h r e e days and perhaps a week 
i n t h e mud knee deep-we have 
inarched 27 days and have n o t 
seen any good r o a d y e t - I f you 
want t o see bad roads j u s t come 
down here i n D i x i e - I have seen 
16 horses h i t c h e d t o one p i e c e o f 
l i g h t A r t i l l e r y and t h e y c o u l d 
not budge i t an i n c h - I guess 
you have seen some such roads 
i n Pa. Harmon has g o t back and 
has gone back t o where M a r t i n i s . 
I have seen q u i t e a number o f t h e 
boys from around V o l u s i a s i n c e 
I came i n t o bee. E.H. Jones i s a l l 
r i g h t - h e does n o t p r e t e n d t o be 
so p i o u s as he used t o b e - t h a t 
shows t h a t h i s r e l i g i o n was n o t o f 
the pure s t u f f b u t I hope you 
w i l l n o t t h i n k t h a t t h e s o l d i e r s 
are a l l d e m o r a l i z e d f o r I have 



n o t had any [ h o o d l i n g ] s i n c e I came 
to D i x i e and I do n o t swear as 
much as I used to-Wm B a i l e y i s 
not v e r y w e l l now he has g o t a lame 
si d e - h e has been v e r y h e a l t h y u n t i l 
l a t e l y . L i e u t . J e n k i n s i s q u i t e s i c k 
y e t He i s much b e t t e r t h a n he has 
been. I t h i n k he w i l l be a b l e t o 
r i d e home i n a week o r two and 
i f I can I s h a l l g e t a f u r l o u g h 
and come home w i t h him-but 
perhaps he w i l l t r y t o go home a f t e r 
I suppose you go over t o w a r d 
Sherman now and t h e n . w e l l 
t h a t i s a l l r i g h t and I hope you 
have good t i m e s and w i l l know 
enough t o s t a y a t home where you 
can do some good. I was a f o o l 
when I e n l i s t e d b u t I t h o u g h t i t 
was my ? so here I am and I 
cannot h e l p my s e l f i f t h e o f f i c e r s 
would do t h e i r d u t y I would n o t 
f i n d any f a u l t b u t when t h e y 
connive t o p r o d i n g t h e men t o f i l l 
t h e i r p o ckets w i t h greenbacks s t a i n e d 
w i t h t h e b l o o d o f honest men 
who l e f t t h e i r home and f r i e n d s t o 
put down t h e r e b e l l i o n + then I say 
t o you who are a t home t o s t a y t h e r e 
and n o t thr o w away your l i v e s b e f o r e 
a few wicked men. I hope t h e P r e s i 
-dent w i l l go ahead and p u t down 
the r e b e l l i o n b u t l e t t h e m i g h t y 
n i g g e r a l o n e . I have n o t he a r d from 
Jennie i n s e v e r a l days b u t I ex p e c t 
t h a t I have a l e t t e r i n camp. I 
wr o t e t o you about 6 weeks ago b u t 
I t h i n k you have n o t r e c i e v e d i t g e t 
f o r you would have answered i t l i k e 
t h i s . Give may r e s p e c t s t o a l l t h e 
f r i e n d s and t e l l Ozro t h a t he must 
not n e g l e c t Miss Sizmore. t h i s 
from your f r i e n d i n D i x i e 
I.N. P o r t e r 


